Almost without exception patients with xanthelasmata suffer from various kinds of allergic diseases, and if they do not, at any rate we find allergic disorders in their relations. As these benign tumours are probably closely related to the cholesterol metabolism and the latter stands under the regulating influence of the autonomic nervous system and as finally allergic disorders have much to do with the sympathetic and. the para-sympathetic nerves, an attempt is made to consider all these apparently heterogeneous diseases from one viewpoint, i.e., a dysfunction of the vegetative nervous system.
Johns offered as explanation a failure in 'development of the papillo-macular bundle the fibres of which would normally occupy the area of the cup. Such an explanation is inconsistent with vision such as that of the present patient, i.e. 6/5 (left).
The classification of such cases usually follows that given by Caspar who described three groups.
(1) Cases in which all the vessels are coming from the lower portion of the pseudo-disc, even those which later turn upwards.
(2) Cases in which vessels emerge at or a little above the centretheir'arrangement being almost normal. (3) Cases in which the vessels appear at the circumference of the disc and appear to bend sharply around its edges.
The present case falls into the third group. The diagnostic features are: (1) 
